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From the American Baptist Magazine. 


On the connexion between a Preacher’s pri- 
vate life, and his Official Ministrations. 


The first drection which the apostle 
Paul gave to the elders of Ephesus, in his 
parting addréss to them, was, ** Take heed 
unto yourselves.” “(his it would seem 
he thought to be the most important thing 
which dewanded their attention ; and the 
most effectual way of securing their frith 
fulness and success as overseers of the 
church of God. 

in his instructions to Timothy, and to 
Titus, he attaches the same importance to 
personal character. “ A Bishop must be 
blameless ; an éxample of the believers 
in word, in conversation, in charity, in 
spirit, in faith, in purity.” 

The same principle is fixed upon by 
rhetoricians, both ancient and modern. 
They lay it down as a leading trath, that 
no man can be truly eloquent without be- 
ing eminently virtuous. Cicero, notwith- 
standing the rare endowments of n -ture— 
the extensive knowledge of phiivsophy, 
and of ethics, o! poetry, and of logic, and 
the long and laborious study which he 
thought essential to success to his art 
makes virtue the chief and most essentia 
mn orator. 

But no orator, perhaps ‘is so much af- 
fected by his moral character as a prea- 
cher. Its influence will attend him 
throughout every department of his office, 
and affect him in the discharge of every 
duty, whether public or private. 

It will wffect him in his preparations 
You may see it to the 


If his 


rrrea} ets mY 
i 


for the pulpit. 
very selection of his subjects. 


heart be unaffected with the great traths' move them he must be moved himself. 
of religion—if, through the dimness of 


hie moral vision, he bas lost sight of the 


worth of the soul and “the powers of 


the world to come,” when he sits down 
to prepare for the labours of the Sabbath, 
instead of inquiring what subject will 
bear with the greatest weight upon the 
conscience, and find the readiest access to 
the heart, he will inquire what subject 
will afford him the widest scope for the 
display of his talents. And in the whole 
investigation and treatment of his sub- 
ject, he will discover the same spirit of 
vanity and selfishness. Instead of aiming 
to preach for the benefit of immortal 
souls—instead of striving to breathe into 


every sentence a holy energy, and to) 


shape every thought, and every word, so 
as to make it tell upon the heart, he is 
searching for figures, and tropes, and flow- 
ers. , Now he is striving to charm by the 
elegance of hig style. and the smoothness 
of his periods now to @azzle by his gen- 
ius—and nowsi@mastonish by the extent of 
his learning, the acuteness of his rea: 
soning. Jn short, he is labouring ‘o preach 
himself; instead of Christ Jesus the Lord. 
Or if indolence has so paralyzed the 
energies of his soul, as to have weakened 
the springs of his ambition, he seeks fora 
subject which shall cost him the least ef- 
fort. And the highest object at which he 
aims, is to find something to fill up his 
discourse. However solemn, and rousing, 
and animating may be his subject, he feels 
no kindlings in his soul—no yearnings of 
compassion, no meltings of tenderness 
Every sentence and every thing is mark- 
ed with apathy and feebleness ; and amidst 
truths the most affecting and tremendous, 
all is sluggish, and vapid, and frozen ! 
Barrennesa of mind, is another evil 
Which afflicts the cold hearted preacher 
in his preparations for the pulpit Sel 
dom blessed with the softening dews of 
heaven, his soul is parched with moral 
drought, and barren as the mountains 
of Gilboa. With all the treasures of the 
8°Spel before him— with all the unsearch- 
able riches and love of Christ to bear 
Upon his soul, he is alike destitute of 
thought, and of feeling. And after strug- 
gling for a while, in vain to find something 
of his own to give to his people, he is 
driven, as his last resort, to ‘ annota- 
%4s, and to ** commentaries ;’’ to prin- 


The profitsof this paperare, by the Conven- 


subject ofthis paper, or his pulpit preparations, so far from being 


ted ‘skeletons,’ and to “ pulpit assis 
tants.”’ 
But let this same man who is thus hob- 


with the spirit of his sacred office—let 
him daily taste the heavenly gift, and the 
good word of God, and live and breathe 
‘in the atmosphere of heaven, and his 
whole soul will be moved, and filled with 
'** thoughts that breathe and words that 
‘bara.’ His mind will dilate and expand, 
his conceptions will brighten and increase. 
and a current of warm and apposite 
thoughts will pour forth to astonish and to 
‘delight his soul. 

| Under the influence of such fee'ings, 


dreaded, and entered upon with aversion, 


will be among the most pleasant duties of 


‘his office. 
| Nor will a preacher be less affected by 
his moral character io his ministrations in 
the sanctuary. It will be seen and felt 
in his supplications at the throne of grace. 
As prayer is an expression of feeling, 
rather than an effort of the understand- 
ing, every thing in the discharge of this 
duty will depend upon the state of the 
heart. And if a preacher’s heart be “a 
avd insensible, how will it be possible 
or him to pray? He may, indeed, go 
through the form of prayer; but his 
heartless performance will be both tedi. 
ous to himself and comfortless to others. 
Feeling no kindlings of devotion in his 
own heart—no burnings of holy love— 
no fervid desires, he can express nove for 
others. And instead of warming and in- 
| spiring the hearts of his flock, by his :p- 
'propriate and fervent petitions, he disap- 
points and pains them. Instead of find- 
ing their feelings and desires” expressed 
and poured out in pertiny at and vehement 
language, they are either chilled by hix 
frigidness, or tortured by his embarrass- 
ment. Nor is the effect upon himsell les 
painful. So far from teeling any pleasu 
in this delightful part of divine worship, 
he dreads the thought of it ; and rejoices 
hen itis over. And instead of leaving 
the throne of grace retrestred and strength- 
ened for the duties before him, he sits 
down sweating with agony and mortifica- 
tion. 
kde will be scarcely less affected by the 


‘tone of his moral feelings in the delivery 
‘of his sermons. [ft is impossible for a 
preacher greatly to affect his audience un- 
‘less he speak the linguage of his heart ; 
what he thinks and feels. In order to 
| He must show them by the simplicity and 
earnestness of his manners, that he be- 
lieves firmly, and feels deeply, every 
thing he utters—that instead of expressing 
the sentiments of others, he is pouring 
‘forth the spontaneous feelings of his own 
heart. 

Now it is evident that this cannot be 
done by a preacher, unless he be deeply 
‘imbued with the spirit of the gospel ; un 
less the great truths of religion are habit- 
‘aally dwelt upon, and practised by him, 
and interwoven in all the affections of his 
heart. ‘*Ouat of the abundance of the 
_beart, the mouth speaketh.” And if his 
own soul be warmed and inflamed with ce- 
lestial fire, it will break out, and fl sh, and 
| spread from heart to heart, until his whole 
audience be moved, and shaken to the 
centre. 

There is, perhaps, no complaint about 
preaching more common, than that minis- 
ters do not feel what they say. The ser- 
mon was good, it is said; the sentiments 
correct, neatly arranged, and happily ex- 
pressed. But there was nothing to give 
it life, and vigour, and animation. The 
preacher, instead of entering into the spir- 
it of his sermon, and preaching, 


‘“* As though he ne’er should preach again ; 

** As dying unto dying men ;” 

is dull and lifeless ; showing that he be- 
lieves little, and feels nothing of what he 
utters. 

Now what is the cause of all this com- 
plaint, bat a want of deep and ardent pie- 
ty ?—It would be impossible for a preach. 
er, who, like the learned and pious Ma- 
ther, should weep and pray over his ser- 
mons, not to deliver them with spirit and 
energy. Coming from holding converse 
with the holy God—coming with the tre- 
mendous scenes of eternity fresh in his 
mind, and his heart big with feeling and 
concern for the souls of men, he must and 
will be eloquent—he must, and will speak 
with power and effect. He will pray 
down and carry with him the energies of 
the Holy Spirit, and every word he atters 
will be like the fire and the hammer to 
break in pieces the flinty rock. 

How will the dulness of apathy, and 
the feebleness of indol d the fop- 
pishness of vanity, disappear before such 


eo 

studied ornaments, and the tinse'led dow- , 
ers, will fly like the challbefore the wind ; 
or vanish like the mist of the morning be- 
fore the heat of the rising sun. And the 
wudience, instead of rptiring charmed 
with the eloquence of the preacher, will 
depart with down cast lapks, with the ar. 
rows of the Almighty deép fixed in their 
hearts. ' 

But were it possidlgfor a preacher, 
onder the influence of acold heart, and a 
blemished life, to be e oqnent and pungent 
in his preaching, he woafd do little good. 
He could find no access jto the hearts of 
his hearers ; every aveque would be clo- 
sed, and barred veiled his most urgent 
and powerful appeals. Ard the sword of 
the spirit, instead of bespming a discern 
er of the thoughts @n@ intents of the 
heart, and dividing asunder the joints and 
the marrow, would fal gpon them impo 
tent and harmless. ' 


that when the sentiment stated is true, 
the passages selected as proof texts have 
no connexion with it, while those by 
which it might be clearly proved are over- 
looked. Without farther introduction, | 
shall proceed to notice a few texts which, 
in my apprehension, are sometimes mis 
applied. 

Men, attempting to prove that all intel- 
ligent beings will ultimately be admitted 
to the enjoyment o' the favor of God, 
have often cited for confirmation, from 
Acts iii. 21. The times of restitution of all 
things. This passage, detached from its 
cunnexion, may seem to favour sucha 
sentiment. When, however, it is examin- 
ed, and the subject and context consider 
ed, it evidently denotes the restitution t. e 
making good, or accomplishment, of all 
that God has foretold by his prophets — 
The. Apostle, speaking of Christ, says 
Whom the heavens must receive until the 


But how can his preaching be pungent | 
and fathtul, if bis he: bm life be at war! 
with it? How can he apge opon others 
what he does not practisefhimself? How 
can he exhort to self etfpination and se | 
eret prayer, while his ogm heart and his} 
own closet are neglec®iQ@ Can he teach! 
and enforce with honeizeal the dacie<: 
of self denial and deatngs to the world, | 
while he himself is lisigg in lnxary and 
self-indulgence? If he @puld send home 
to the conscience and tothe heart, his ex- 
hortations and reproofs, fs arm must be 
nerved with the conscioighess of his own 
rectitude Like the aposi®, he must have 
the testimony of his consfence, that with 
simplicity, and godly singprity, not with 
fleshly wisdom, but by th@ grace of God, 
he has had his conversaet@n in the world 

Thus fortified hy a bolglife against the 
retort, ‘* Physician hedlithyself;”? thus 
encouraged and emboldesg@d by the testi- 
mony of a good con-ciemPe, like his di- 
vine Master, he will tech ** as one hav. 
ing authority.” Like tif, too, be will 
each with heavenly ski/,fand unquench- 
able love. 

Follow a preacher in {i 
and see the influence,» 
in this part of his office, 
souls as one who must gi 
will not only preach th 
lic, but from house to h 
time will permit, be will ingle with his 
flock, and ascertain their §piritual wants ; 
instructing the ignorant,jreclaiming the 
wandering. comforting the «fflicted.— 
strengthening the weak.jand confirming 
the doubtiul. And if, likg Moses, he live 
as seeing him who is invsible—if be be 
truly a man of prayer, ‘‘fall of the Holy 
Ghost and of faith,”’ he Will carry with 
him and diffuse among hispeople, a spirit- 
ual and holy influence. jIt will be seen 
and felt that he is a man ef God—an am 
bassador from the court @f heaven His 
godly exampe will animate the hearts of 
his people, strengthen (beir resolutions, 
inspire their devotions,jand encourage 
them in the wayto heen. How will 
the presence of such ajman lift up the 
hands that bang down, aa strengthen the 
feeble knees! The cogntenance of the 
sick and dying will light dp with grateful 
joy at his toggles ag of sickness 
will be forgotten, the pillow of death will 
be softened, and the defarting pirit re- 
freshed and borne alof.'by his presence 
and his prayers. | 

But if his soul is beavfhbed with luke- 
warmness—if the spirit) of.devotion be 
subdued and displaced by a love of ease, 
this important part of hisduty will either 
receive but slight attenfipn, or be totally 
neglected. He will not Watch for oppor- 
tunities to jo good ; he will take no spe- 
cial pains to impart spite instruction, 
or to win souls to Chri His attention 
and visits are bestowed spon a few select 
friends, while the poorjof his flock are 
left to struggle alone with poverty and 
wretchedness, and to fanish for the bread 
of life, having no one fo care for their 
souls. His flock sickenjand die without 
his sympathy, and almpst without his 
knowledge. And while he is engrossed 
with the cares or pleasutes of the present 
life, souls are perishing around him, and 
passing to the eternal world to testify a- 
gainst him! TIMOTHEUS. 


pastoral visits, 
his private life 
lt he watch for 
» an account, he 
gospel in pub- 
se. As far as 


—@— 
From the Christian Watchman. 


ON THE MISAPPLICATION OF 
SCRIPTURE. 


That passages of Scripture are fre- 
quently misapplied is obvious, from the 
consideration that they are often adduces 
in support of opposite sentiments. When 
two tenets are advanced which are direct 
ly at variance with each other, one of 
them is certainly erroneous. Whatever 
texts are, therefore, alleged to sanction it, 
are necessarily misapplied ; for Scrip- 
ture, rightly understood, gives no coun- 


a spirit!—The rounded periods, and the 


tenance to error. It may also happen, 


| predicted 


times of restitution of all things, which 
(Greek, hon, plural, referring to its ante- 
cedent things) God hath spoken by the 
mouth of ali his holy propheis since the 
world begun. So our Lord, speaking of 
John, says, Elius vertly cometh first and 
restoreth all things. Mark ix. 12. How 
did John restore all things? Evidently by 
the accomplishment of all that had been 
concerning him. Compare 
verse 153. 

Another passage employed in vindica- 


ate relation to it. The Prophet is there 
rebuking those cruel husbands who had 
causelessly put away their wives, whom 
they had taken in their youth. The Jews 
were permitted to have more wives than 
one, and to divorce sach as thev consider- 
ed guilty of any sufficient crime. In the 
time of Malachi, they greatly abused that 
liberty. He. therefore, reproving them, 
reminded them of the original institution 
of marriage, saying, 4nd did not he make 
one? i. e. (as I conceive) one woman to 
be wife for one man. Yet had he the resi- 
due of the spirit. This imports that he 
could easily have made more wives than 
one for the first man, if that had been 
best. Verse 16. For the Lord the God 
of Israel, saith that he hoteth putting away, 
viz. of their wives. This text also has 
been sometimes improperly applied to 
show the sinfulness of delaying in matters 
of religion ; which, though true, is not 
intended Ly it. It is presumed that, who- 
ever attentively compares Mat. ii. 14— 
16, with Mat. xix. 3—9, will be convinced 
of the correctness of this exposition. 
The learned reader will observe, that the 
Greek words rendered male and female 
are ip the singular number in Matt. xix. 4, 
and so denote, that God made one male 
and one femate, which renders our Lord’s 
reasoning more conclusive than it appears 
in the common translation ; and likewise 
shows more clearly the similarity of the 


tion of the same sen'iment 1s, For as tn | passages above compared, 


Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all | 
be made alive. 


9oO 


1 Cor. xv. 


To obtain the true sense, and make the 


In order | rjeht application of any particalar portion 


‘ > ‘ * we > srler af | . > 6 . . 
to ascertain the Apostle’s meaning, fet us| of Sacred Writ, it would be well, in ma- 


consider his subject, general scope, and | 
the context. 


ny instances to seek solutions to the fol- 


Whoever carefully peruses | lowing questions: 1 Who was the writer 


the whole Chapter will perceive that the ior speaker ? 9. Who were the persons 


bodies of believers. y 
ved the resurrection of Christ’ 


s body, he i speaker's general scope? 5. 


subject of itis, the resurreetion of the | addressed ? 3. What was the subject of 
Having clearly pro- i discussion ? 


4. What was the writer’s or 
What sense 


thence infers the certainty that the bodies | and application does the context require ? 
of his disciples, his members, will be rai- 6. What appears to be its import when 
sed in consequence of their uplon with compared with parallel passages ? 

Sag s 


him. He illustrates this by remarking, | 


Should these hints tend in any measure, 


in effect, that as all Adam’s offspring die }to promote the right understanding, and 


} 


by reason of their union with him, so all| judicious application of Scripture, the 
that die in the Lord shall be raised up dy | writer’s aim will be attained. 


virtue of that connection which exists be- 
tween Christ and them. ‘This exposition 
is confirmed by the context following, 
verse 23, But every man in his own order: 
Christ the first fruits; afterwards they that 
are Christ’s athis coming. Compare ver- 
ses 18 and 20. Should any insist that the 
latter clause, in verse 22, must be tzken 
in a more extensive latitude, still it would 


PHILOGRAPHES. 


7 ae 


Extract of a letter from the Rev. Peter Chase, 
tu his brother, Rev. Professor Chase, at 
Newton, dat d 


Village of Hinesburzh, (Vt.) Oct. 10. 1826. 
My very dear Brother, 
Eight weeks ago last Satuvday, at the 


close of our monthly prayer meeting, I 


not help the cause it is brought to support, |suggested to our brethren the propriety, 
since the resurrection of the body, and | #4 the necessity, of our baving a meeting 
the salvation of the soul, are things quite /#* $000 #8 practicable, for the express 
distinct : and the former was the Apostle’s | PUrPOse of comessing to God and each 


theme. The wicked will. indeed, be rai 
sed by the voice of Chriat, but it will be, 
unto the resurrection of damnation. John 
v. 28, 29. 

When a man has affirmed, that the sa- 
ving operations of the spirit of God are 
given to men universally, in such a meas 
ure that their becoming effectual or abor. 
tive depends on the will ot men, he may 
think the point sufficiently proved hy quo- 
ting 1 Cor. xii 7. But the manifestation 
of the Spirit is given to every man to profit 
w'thal 
extraordinary operations of the Spirit. 
which were peculiar to the primitive 
times of Christianity, as is certain from 
verses 7,8, 9, and 10, compared, By 
every man, therefore, can only be meant, 
every one to whom those gifis were com 
municated. This was not merely for his 
own profit, but rather for the profit of 
others. Compare chap. xiv. verse 22. 

To show that God does as much toward 
the salvation of one man as anvther, Acts 
x 34, Godis no respecter of persons, has 
often been alleged. The attentive reader, 
however, who will take the pains to exa- 
mine the passages of Scripture wherein 
this, or a similar expression occurs, will 
find that it usually respects Jehovah in the 
character of Jadge, and that it is said of 
him in regard of different nations, as Jews 
and Gentiles, or different degrees of men, 
as masters and servants, &c. See Rom. ii. 
8—11 Deut. x. 17, 18. Eph. vi. 9. It 
has no reference to the dispensing of fa- 
vors, in which he certainly may do what 
he will with his own. Matt. xx. 15. 

Isai. Ixiii. 3. Ihave trodden the wine- 
press alone—has been sometimes applied 
to the sufferings of Christ. But it does 
truly respect the execution of vengeance 
upon his enemies, as is plain from the 
latter part of the same verse, For I will 
tread them in mine anger, and trample 
them in my fury; and their blood shall be 
sprinkled upon my garments. Malachi, ii. 
15. Yet had he the residue of the Spirit— 
is not nnfrequently cited in proof of the 
ability.of Jesus to regenerate and save 
sinners, throngh the influence of the Spir- 
it. This doctrine may easily be proved 


other, our negligence in the service of 
Christ, and of supplicating the throne of 
grace for mercy, and for a revival of reli- 
zion in our own hearts, and throughout 
the town. We agreed to meet the next 
Saturday. The evening before we were 
to meet, a young man came to me, and 
told me that he had been for some weeks 
under a deep conviction for his sins, and 
that whilst he was sinking under their 
weight, the Lord had appeared for his de- 
liverance, and had made his soul to re- 


But this passage refers to the |Joice in the liberty of the gospel. 1 told 


his of our meeting the next day, and he 
said he would attend. We engaged to- 
gether in prayer for a time of refreshing. 
from the presence of the Lord. The 
next day he went with me to our meeting, 
at the opening of which I observed to the 
brethren, This day is the Scripture fulfil- 
led in our ears: ‘ And it shall come to 
pass, that before they call, I will answer ; 
and while they are yet speaking, I will 
hear.’ From that day, our brethren and 
sisters have been rising to a spiritual and 
heavenly frame of mind. Our conferen- 
ces soon became full and interesting. A 
number of youths resolved that they 
would attend to their soul’s concern, and 
seek the Lord till they should find him ; 
and that if they perished, they would per- 
ish at his feet, pleading for mercy. The 
young people soon had religious meetings 
among themselves. Instances of convic- 
tion multiplied, and, blessed be God, 
twelve or fifteen, or more, ¢an now say, 
‘Come and hear, all ye’that fear God, and 
I will declare what he hath done for my 
soul,’ 

Last Lord’s day, we had the happiness 
to 


** See how the willing converts trace 
The path their great Redeemer trod, 
And follow through his liquid grave, 
The meek, the lowly Son of God.” 


I buried eight blooming youths with 
Christ in baptism. upon profession of thei: 
faith in him. At the conference in th: 
evening, I believe many could say, 


* How sweet and awful is the place, 
With Christ within the doors !” 


Young converts, and old Christians, 


from Jobn iii. 34, and Acts nu. 33. Bat 
the above text in Malach: has no immedi- 


could testify of the ‘joy unspeakable and 


job 

full of glory.’ Sinners trembled ; and 

some in deep distress requested prayer. 
May the Lord continue his graciously 

begun work, till our town. and till the 

world, shall be filled with his praise.—C. 

Watehman. ; 


From the N. Y. Baptist Register. 


A letter to the Editor of the Register, 
giving intelligence of the death of Eld. 
Buttolph. 

Geneva, Oct. 25, 1826. 

Dear Brotaer.—By the special re- 
quest of Eld. Douglass, who is now at my | 
house, it becomes my painful duty to 
communicate to you for insertion in the 
Register, the death of our much esteem- 
ed missionary and brother, Elder But- 
tolph, of Michigan. I am favoured with 
the perusal of a letter from the family of 
the deceased, giving a particular account 
of the sickness and death of Br. Buttolph. 
His complaint was the bilious intermittent 
fever, of which he was attacked on the 
last Lord’s day in August ; and which ter- 
minated bis mortal existence on the Ist of 
October inst. This must be reckoned 
among those mysterious events, the pro- 

riety of which, can only be cleared up, 
when the light of eternity shall have dis- 
pelled the darkness with which these 
mysterious providences are now surroun- 
ded. 

Elder Buttolph was appvinted a mis- 
sionary from the Board of the Baptist 
Missionary Convention of the State of 
New-York, to labour in the territory of 
Michigan, to which place he moved with 
his family about three months before his 
death, where he had before him the most 
flattering prospects of usefulness, in that 
new and desolate country. He was cal 
led from his labours at an early period in 
life, when, to human appearance, bis la- 
bours were the most needed. But that 
God, who controls all events, knew best 
when to dismiss him from his labours and 
to call him home. He was in the thirty- 
seventh year of his age—has left a wife, 
and six children, together with a numer- 
ous circle of friends, to mourn their loss. 

Yours affectionately, 
E. W. MARTIN, 
a 

From the American Baptist Magazine. 

REVIVAL OF RELIGION IN SOUTH 
READING. 
South-Reading Oct. 17, 1826. 

Messrs. Editors, 

Agreeably to your request, I now pro- 
ceed to give the public, through the 
medium of your valuable publication, 
some account of the present revival of 
religion among the dear people of my 
charge. 

It may not be improper, however, to 
premise a few things, preparatory to such 
an account. The Baptist Church in this 
town has, in many respects, been blessed 
from the beginning. ‘The present is the 
fourth revival since the permanent estab- 
lishment of the Baptist interest, A. D. 
1802. Within the last eight years the 
house of worship has been removed to a 
more eligible location, and enlarged ; the 
Society has been greatly multiplied ; and 
ninety six persons have been received to 
the fellowship of the Church. Seven 
years ago this autumn, a work of grace 
commenced in this town, of which an ac- 
count may be seen, inthe American Bap- 
tist Magazine, Vol. Il. page 448 = As the 
fruits of that work thirty six were added 
tothe Church under my pastoral care, 
and thirty-one to the congregational 
Church. 

It has been objected to revivals of re- 
ligion that the subjects of sudden change 
during such seasons of great excitement, 
are apt soon to fall away from their reli- 
gious profession. As an answer to such 
an objection, and to the praise of divine 
grace be it recorded, that but one of those 
added to us in that revival has as yet by 
immotality of conduct, dishonoured the 
christian name, and that one has been 
mercifully reclaimed, and restored to the 
bosom of the church. And it was pecu- 
liarly encouraging to find many of them 
wmong the earliest and most active pro- 
moters of the present gracious work of 
the Lord. 

Previous to the commencement of the 
revival of which I am now to give a de- 
tailed account, it must be acknowledged 
christians in general had become very 
cold in their affections, and inactive in 
their efforts to promote the cause of the 
Redeemer. Though peace and harmony 
prevailed in the Church to a good degree, 
there was a lamentable destitution of fer- 
vency and devotion. Our tuneless harps 
were hung upon the willows, and each 
was ready to exclaim, ‘“ How can I sing 
the Lord’s song in a strange land!” The 
impenitent grew bolder and more harden- 
ed in their sinful career, and the most 
fearful apprehensions were indulged re- 
specting the fatal effects of their increas- 
ing impiety. We had abundant reason to 
Jook for the judgments of an offended God, 
whose long suffering had been abused, 
and whose tender mercies had been so 
long disregarded. Perpetual praises be 
given tohim who “ has not dealt with us 
after our sins, nor rewarded us according 
to our iniquities.”’ 

About the middle of last F ebruary, the 

urst omens of ‘good were seen. There 

had been for a considerable length of 
pe a revival in the West-Parish of Read- 
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ing, about two miles distant, under the 
ministry of Rev. Jared Reed, and some 
of us were hoping and praying that the 
good work might be extended from that 
place to this; but God’s ** thoughts: are 
not our thoughts, ngiher are his ways 
our ways.” The indore, one of our 
principal singers, and at the time one of 
my scholars, resided in the south-east ex- 
tremity of this town, and directly oppo- 
site to the favoured parish in Reading. 
The conversion of this individual, con- 
nected with some other circumstances, 
gave to my own mind.and the minds of a 
few others who were ardently desiring a 
different state of things, an unusual de- 
gree of religious activity. We had the 
fullest conviction that it was our dnty to 
arise and shine, the light of a blessed day 
having come, and the glory of the Lord 
having actually arisen upon us. 

The confidence expressed in relation to 
the commencement of a revival was 
thought by some of the members to be 
bordering on presumption ; for they were 
not generally aroused to the subject. It 
has been confidently said, that in order to 
a special work of grace, the church must 
be generally engaged. This may be, for 
aught I know, the usual method of divine 
procedure ; but for the encouragement 
of some who may be alive in the cause 
of Christ, and fear because others are not 
so, they may not reasonably hope to see 
a revival, I would remark, that it was not 
so in this case. 

We rather seized the promise, ‘ Iftwo 
of you shall agree on earth, as touching 
any thing that they shall ask, it shall be 
done for them if my Father which is is 
heaven,” nor were we disappointed. 

Sinners began to be impressed, instan- 
ces of conversion were multiplied, and, 
as the work progressed, christians one 
after another awoke from their criminal 
slumbers, confesaed their backslidings, 
and poured forth their fervent supplica- 
tions to God, until the excitement became 
very general. 

Meetings for conference and prayer, 
even on the evenings of working days, 
were so fully attended, that we were obli- 
ged to remove from a private room, where 
for two or three years we had met with- 
out being crowded, to the school-house, 
and from thence to the meeting-house, 
for the accommodation of the people. 
Profound solemnity pervaded our reli- 
gious assemblies, and nearly all were in 
some measure attentive to the pungent 
appeals made to the conscience and the 
heart, 

In the month of April, I left town with 
reluctance to attend the General Conven- 
tion in New York. But the good work, 
in the hands of that powerful Agent by 
whom it had been undertaken, progressed 
during my absence ; and, on my return, I 
had the unspeakable happiness of hailing 
as the hopetul ** heirs of salvation,”’ eight 
or ten persons whom I left ‘* in the gall 
of bitterness, and bonds of iniquity.”” Not 
having received the intelligence of their 
hopeful conve: sion, my joy was unexpect- 
ed, and the occasion absolutely overwhel- 
ming ! 

The revival has continued its delight- 
ful progress to the present hour, and we 
pray that it may be perpetual in its bles- 
sed operations. About 50 have been led 
to fix their hope in the crucified Redee- 
mer, and to rejoice in his salvation. 
‘* But they have not all obeyed.” Thirty 
six only bave been baptized in obedience 
to the Head of the church, though others 
are expected soon to follow the Lamb, in 
the example which he set before them 
when he had said, ** Thus it becometh us 
to fulfil all righteousness,”’ or to ratify ev- 
ery institution. Of these, fourteen are 
heads of families. 

On the general character of the work 
it may be proper to make some remarks. 

There have been but few, say four or 
five, under pungent conviction at any 
one time. These have had a deep sense 
of their guilt as sinners against a holy 
God—as violaters of a law perfectly rea- 
sonable and equitable in all its demands. 
They have invariably complained of the 
hardness of their hearts ; and the vain 
excuses arising from inability, divine sov- 
ereignty, &c. by which they had endeav 
oured to justify their continuance in un- 
belief, fled apace, while they felt the pow- 
erful impressions of divine trath, urging 
them to flee without delay to the refuge 
which the hope of the gospel presents to 
the trembling sioner. And when they 
have been relieved from distress, they 
have been able to give a calm, deliberate, 
and rational account of their views of sin, 
and of the way of salvation by Jesus 
Christ. Nothing like unnecessary noise, 
confusion, or fanaticism has, in any in- 
stance, been witnessed. The converts 
have given a “ reason of the hope that is 
in them with meekness and fear.” Reli- 
gion with them is a sober reality, “ area- 
sonable service.” 

The means by which this revival has 
been carried on, are various. In some 
instances the preaching of the gospel has 
been made the power of God unto salva- 
tion, but more frequently direct appeals 
to the conscience in private have been 
blessed.. 

The affectionate warnings and invita- 
tions of young converts, whose hearts 
have glowed with ardent desires for the 
salvation of their fellow creatures, have 


have been eneauraged to exhort in con- 
ferences, and their exhortations have 
served in good measure to keep alive the 
interest of these meetings. Though per- 
sons who are just bora into the kingdom 
of Christ may not speak with the clear- 
ness and accuracy which are expected in 
christians of longer experience, yet their 
addresses, flowing from lips recently 

touched with a live coal from off the altar | 
of God, are calcylated to exert a power- 
ful and salutary influence. We are in- 
formed that when the woman of Samaria, 
having just tasted of the water of life, went 
into the city and said to all around, ‘ Come, 
see a man that told me all things that ever 
I did ;’ and inqyired, ‘ Is not this the 
Christ ? Many believed for the saying of 
the woman.” 

The ordinance of baptism has also been 
signally owned of God as an instrument 
of awakening sinners in this revival. Sev- 
eral date the commencement of their re- 
ligious exercises from the impressions 
made upon their minds at the water-side. 

One instance, in particular, deserves 
notice. A man inthe north part of Saugus 
who had long been a decided Universalist, 
and exerted considerable inflaence among 
his neighbours in favour of universal sal. 
vation, having heard that several were to 
be baptized, was prompted by curiosity 
to witness the ceremony. As the last 
candidate, a lovely youth of fifteen, was 
raised from the water, conviction seized 
his mind. He looked forward to the 
judgment, and reflected on the eternal 
separation that would then be made be- 
tween him and this youth. His universal 
sentiments forsook him, and he returned 
home in a state of deep anxiety. His con- 
viction lasted several days. He viewed 
himself to be a logt sinner, and justly ex- 
posed to ‘* the wrath to come.” Oneday 
as he was passing alone through a wood, 
he often kneeled down by the side of the 
way and begged for mercy. At length 
this passage of Scripture occurred to his 
mind, ‘* | know that my Redeemer liv- 
eth.”” To use bis own expressions, his 
‘heart leaped for joy,” and he then 
‘‘ kneeled downjand devoutly thanked 
God for the gift of such a Saviour.” 

He had conceifed a strong aversion to 
those principles gsually called Calvinis- 
tick, and even #ter this change in his 
feelings said, in cqnversation with a broth- 
er, that he woulfas soon return to Uni. 
versalism as to epbrace Calvinism. But 
having made this¢xpression, he though 
it was possible hqhad gone too far. Be- 
seeching God to juide him into truth, and 
going to the Bibl for direction, he open- 
ed without desigdto the 8th and 9th chap- 
ters of Romans. The reasoning of the 
apostle in these chapters completely rev- 
olutionized his views. He has since been 
baptized, and we hope he is walking in 
‘‘ the trath as itisin Jesus.” 

The displays which God has recently 
been pleased here to make of his power 
and love have excited considerable inter- 
est in the minds df his friends inthe me- 


tropolis and in other neighbouring towns, | J 


and we have often been made glad by their 
presence. Wo hn particularly indebted 
to oor brethren Paul, Jacobs, and Jackson, 
for their labours of love among os, and 
trust they have sot been in vain in the 
Lord. i 

The meeting of the Aseociation was 
blessed of God to the promotion of the 
good work of gace We had looked 
forward to that meeting with raised ex- 
pectations, nor were these expectations, 
disappointed. We enjoyed repeated sea- 
sons of refreshing from the presence of 
the Lord” Sonte received impressions 
in connexion with the Association which 
have since sag hopeful conversion. 

In conclusion if may not be impruper 
to remark that this revival has been al: 
most exclusively|confined to the Baptist 
Society. I have been informed, however, 
that there have been six or eight instances 
of conversion if the other. We pray 
that it may reachevery family and every 
heartin town. | 

Finally, | hate enjoyed for several 
months ‘a feast of ingathering.” I con- 
sider myself the) most unworthy of all 
to receive the blessings which my gracious 
Lord has conferted upon me, and have 
much reason to tay, * Bless the Lord. 
O my soul, and fotget not all bis benefits.” 

Asking an intefest in your prayers that 
God would make me more humble, more 
faithful, and still\more successful, permit 
me to subscribe myself, 

Your brother and companion, 
In the kingdom and patience 
Of Jesus Christ, 
GUSTAVUS F. DAVIS. 


For the Christian Secretary. 


** Out of the mouths of babes and sucklings: 
hast thou perfected praise.”’ 


REMARKABLE CONVERSION OF 
TWO LITTLE CHILDREN. 
Extract of a letter from a Christian Mother, 
to her Sister, dated Oct. 15, 1826. 

S. and L. wereserious and thoughtful, 
and after that, powerfully convicted ; and 
I humbly trust, brought to a knowledge of 
the truth, as itisin Jesus. You would be 


surprised to see their example, in prayer 
and conversation—their tenderness of con- 
science, lest they be found wrong—their 
faithfulness to warn their little mates, 
&c. If this continues, 1 shall conclude 


often had the happiest effects. They 


that they are fast hastening home: They 


are an astonishment to every beholder, 
especially L. who is the most animated.— 
I feel as though the Lord had done great 
things for us.—I will give you a sketch of 
their exercises. 

S. (aged 9 years,) was deeply convict- 
ed on hearing Elder S. An awful solem- 


nity prevailed It seemed as if God was 
there. 
and his request was granted 


The preacher exercised taith, | 
When we hour after. 


doned my sins—he is holy—he is good.” 
Could you love such a being, for what he 
isin himself? ‘* O yes, he is so good, so 
holy !”” ‘ 

I made a little minute of these things 
and have now given you the greatest part 
of the particulars. It was onthe 11th of 
September, at 11 o’clock in the morning 
L. was brought to love God, and S. 
What a God of condescep. 


returned, she seemed deeply convicted /sion, love and mercy to perishing souls 


She appeared to realize, that the wrath of 
God must be poured out upon her with- 
out mixture. ‘1 am afraid of God! He 
is so angry with me!’ She looked on 
the moon and stars, that he had made, 
which seemed to awe her grvilty soul. 
She said, ‘‘ I have never done any good, | 
know I ha’nt”’ I then asked her, if God 
would be just in casting her off forever ? 
She said, ** Yes ; but I am not willing he 
should!” I asked her if she was not an 
enemy to God; or if she loved him? 
‘No, (said she,) I don’t love him any.” 
What, not love so good a being, that has 
created, preserved, and provided for you 
all your days? ‘No, (said she,) my 
heart is so wicked, I cannot love him!” 
Well then, If you do not love God and 
Christ, you cannot be saved. I cannot 
help you. None but Jesus can do you 
any good. Isat up till midnight.—She 


appeared to be asleep—the picture of de-|.;, ; 


spair! and I came down. 
awoke, and did not sleep any more ; 
fearing she should awake in hell! She 
rose early, and came down, and said to L. 
‘*] am a poor lost sinner!”’ L’s repli 
was, ‘So am I.” And both began to 
weep and mourn bitterly. 

I called L. (7 years old,) and asked her 
what ailed her? ‘:I am such a sinner, I 
don’t know what to do.”” Who made you 
think so? “f knew Iwasa sinner, but 
did not feel it much till yesterday. The 
minister said, sinners’ hearts are full of 
unbelief; and now I see that I am a poor, 
lost sinver!’’ Do you think God would 
be good and just, if he should cast you in- 
to hell? “Yes,” said she. Can’t you 
love God? “No,” said she. Why? 
‘* Because my heart is so hard I can’t.” 
But God can take away this hard heart, and 
give you a good one. ‘I wish he would, 
But something tells me there is no God ; 
there an’t any heaven and hell; when | 
die, that is the end of me.” O, said I, that 
is the Devil that tells you so. The Bi- 
ble is the word of God. You have read 

here, that the Devilisa liar. ‘‘Yes,”’ Well, 

nt believe him. Go to Christ—he di- 
ed for sinners—don’t you think he died 
for you? ‘No, (said she,) Oh, I am 
sinking to hell!—I be, I be.”’ I told her 
she must go to Christ. ‘*‘ Where is He? 
(said she,) in the agonies of despair.’’ He 
is in Heaven, and here too ; and has pow- 
er on earth to forgive sin. He only cin 
save you. None but Jesus cando help 
less sinners good. ‘I don’t want my 
work-basket, or any thing else, but Jesus. 
But he would be just in casting me off. I 
am afraid he will not save me.” Can’t 
ou cry, ‘*God be mercifui to me a sin 
ner?’ ‘ No,” —_ she.) Christ died 
for our sins. e can pardon them. 
When on earth, He said, ‘** Suffer little 
children to come unto me, and forbid 
them not, tor of such is the kingdom ot 
God.”’ She cried out with the greatest 
earnestness, ‘‘ Where, mother, where ? 
Do find it inthe Bible, that 1 may see it 
with my own eyes?’ But before I could 
find it, she ran to the closet and brought a 
little sermon, and this was the text. ‘* Pre- 
cious book, (said she,) I do love Christ. 
He is my Saviour, and has pardoned my 
sins.”’ I said, where is your hard heart ? 
‘** God has taken it away, and given me a 
soft one.” 

S. stood by, observing the change, and 
said, ‘‘How pleasant and happy she 
looks.”” Well, said I, do you love her any 
better? ‘*No, I don’t.” I asked her if 
she loved God. She said, ‘* No, I can’t 
love him, my heart is so wicked ; and 
something tells me, there is no heaven, no 
hell, no religion, no God ; and if there is, 
there will be time enough on my death 
bed to get religion.”” O S. said I, these 
are the temptations of the Devil.—Don’t 
believe him—love Christ. ‘‘ Something 
tells me, that He will not have mercy on 
me.—I shall go to hell, 1 kuow I shall!” 
Don’t you deserve togo there? ‘* Yes.” 
Well, you must be willing to submit to be 
saved by Him. If he don’t have mercy 
on you, you must go to Hell. None but 
Jesus can do you any good. I then asked 
L. if she could not pray for S.? She 
said, *‘ Yes.” Do you think God will be 
merciful to her? ‘ Yes, I hope he will.” 
She knelt down with perfect composure, 
to plead with God for S. Her supplica- 
tions were striking: ‘‘ Lord he merciful 
to S. Pardon her sins for Christ’s sake ; 
for she is a sinner, a poor lost sinner, go- 
ing down to Hell. Lord, have mercy on 
her.” When she arose, she said to S. 
**Do you love Christ?” ‘* No,” said 
she. L. then said, she must give up her 
whole heart. S. said, ‘I wish Mr. S. 
was here.” I told her he could do her 
no good. And then L. said, ** No, none 
but Jesus can do helpless sinners good. 
If you will trust in Him, He will save you. 
It was not the righteous, but sinners Je- 
sus came to save.”’ She then became 
calm and solemn. I then asked her, if 
she could now love God? She said, 
“ Yes,”” Can you believe on Christ as 


She soon}: 


yourSaviournow? ‘Yes. He has par- 


I feel sometimes, as if | am indeed but a 
worm of the dust, on whom he has de. 
signed to have compassivn for his own 
name’s sake. There was but one Person 
inthe house, except the family, when 
these wonders were wrought by the hand 
of Him who is mighty to save. 
D. W. 
—=>—. 

Extract ofa letter from the Rev. J. 
Editor, dated Harmony, Butler 
Pa. Sept. 22d, 1826. 

Dear Brother, 

‘* There is a prospect of the establish. 
ment ofa paper nearer home, which the 
brethren feel unde> obligation to support. 
The one published by our brethren at 
Cincinnati, is the only one in our denom. 
ination in this region, that the 
support as yet. Mr, A. 
too licentious 


W. tothe 
County, 


tho’ 
it 13 @ pu e our body 
immense } wever, ree 


covering trom its effects. The Pittsburgh 
Church, by those sentiments, were at one 
time reduced from more than one bun- 


Yidred members. tu fifteen.—They were 


then in a gradually improving condition for 
about a year, when Br Bradley, from N, 
York State came among them, and now 
they are increased I believe to about fifty, 
and there is a prospect of good being 
done. 

I received from Br. Bolles, for the Cir. 
cular Letter of the Beaver Baptist Asso- 
ciation, which I sent you last year, the 
Minutes of the Hartford Baptist Associa- 
tion, for which | return thanks; and now 
send you our last Minutes, just issued 
from the press, and shall be glad to con- 
tinue an interchange of Minutes, and will 
send you other Minutes from our quarter, 
if they will be acceptable ; and shall be 
glad at any time, of any from the brethren 
near you.” 

A short description of our Association 
may not be uninteresting to you, as | know 
you love to hear of the prosperity of the 
cause of Zion. 

The Beaver Association was, about six 
years ago, divided into three, and was left 
so weak, that ‘ts best friends anticipated 
its dissolution. It was proposed five years 
ago this session, that it should become ex- 
tinct. This proposition was, however, 
generally rejected by the brethren ; and 
they agreed, if they had po Ministers, 
(and then they had but one, and a Licen- 
tiate.) that they would meet as usual.— 
God has smiled upon the determination, 
and has ever since been reviving his 
work. The utmost harmony prevails tn 
the Churches, and amongst ail the Church- 
es, towards each other. The interest of 
one, seems to be considered as the inter- 
est of all; and while diversity of senti- 
ment has distracted several of the neigh- 
boring Associations, this Association bas 
been united in the common faith. This 
year the Association met, as you will see 
by our Minutes, at Zelienople. The An- 
niversary was considered by all the breth- 
ren, as one of the most interesting, pleas- 
ant, and profitable, they ever attended.— 
The harmony that pervaded all their de- 
liberations—the interest that was felt io 
the cause of Christ—and the desire felt 
and expressed for the prosperity of the 
Churches, and for the cause generally, in- 
duce us to hope that the Lord is about to 
favour our Zion. All departed declaring, 
that it was good for them that they had 
waited onGod. The state of the Church- 
es, and the means adopted for the exten- 
sion of the cause of Christ, you will learn 
from the Minutes. 

The Church af Zclenfte. where the 
Association met, (as ave already 
been apprised,) was constituted a year ago 
last year, of thirteen members: since 
which, it has increased to 23, and the 
brethren have built a neat and commodi- 
ous house of worship; which was set 
apart for the service of God about a month 
before the Association met init. Broth: 
er Bradley, from Pittsburgh, preached 2 
most interesting sermon on the occasion, 
from Gen. xxvii. 17, and Br. Winter, the 
Pastor of the Church, preached from 
Psalms cxviii. 25, in the afternoon. 

I thought, my dear Brother, that this 
intelligence would not be uninteresting ‘0 
you, as it is advisable that those who con 
duct public journals of so interesting a cast 
as yours, should be acquainted with the 
state of the Churches as far as you cad. 
You will see our Circular Letter. | sup- 
pose it is on a subject in which you feel 09 
particular interest in your country.-— 
But in this country, Mr. Campbell has 
said so much against Associations, that io 
order to counteract the baneful tendency 
of his sentiments, I was induced to draw 
up the Letter on the utility of Associa 
tious. 1 wish most sincerely, there was 
Convention of Chhs. in each State. But 
the Churches in Pennsylvania are scatter- 
ed at present: yet | believe we are com 
ing more nearly together. But you can 
form no idea of the strength of the oppo®!- 
tion in this region. J. W. 
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“The New-York Religious Chronicle, and 
New-York Observer, have become united. — 
e character of the two papers was before 
ilar; they are now identified, under the ti- 
of the “* New-York Observer and Chroni- 


cle.” | 
We hope the Baptist denomination in the 


city and State of New-York, are largely pat- 
ronizing the Baptist Kegister, a respectable 
religious paper, published by the Baptist Con- 
vention of that State. 


We are happy to learn that the Mechanic’s 
Society of this city, are about establishing a 
library for the use of its members, and for the 
improvement of apprentices. This is as it 
should be.—Men were originally designed to 
be active: both the physical and moral ener- 
gies will be employed, aad if those energies 
gre not directed to some valuable aud useful 
purpose, they will be prostituted to base unes. 
Ip order to counteract the evil tendencies of 
our nature, motives of an upright and elevated 
character must laced befo:e us. 

It is not eno youth is admonish- 


ed to refrain fr 
to that which is 
resist the influence 
do evil, by learning to ; 
root up, and destroy the noxious weeds from a 
prolific sol, we must plant and cultivate good 


seed. 
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service, under consideration at our hands ; 
but we believe he has made it our duty to 
contribute what we can, principal and inter- 
est, to aid in sending the Gospel abroad; and 
having done our duty in this respect, we are 
to leave the cause in the hands of Him who 
laid down his life, to carry forward his purpo 
ses of mercy, when our bodies shall be sleep- 
ing in the dust. 

5th. Such funded establishments are dan- 
gerous to the vital interests of community, io 
as much as in the hands of bad men, they may 
be caused to exert a pernici us influence. 

We are gratified that the Baptist General 
Conventivn have never attempted to raise 
such a fund, and that the State Conventions 
have never dune it, and we do most sincerely 
hope that those denominatuuans of Christians, 
who have resorted to the course objected to’ 
will be induced to abandon it; and expend all 
the funds that may be entrusted to them for 
Missionary purposes, in a prudent way, for the 
spread of the Gospel from year to year, as 
they come to hand.— What can be done with 
the permanent funds now belonging to Cor- 
porations, we do not pretend to say. 


It is with pleasure we acknowledge the re- 
ceipt of the Minutes of the * Beaver Baptist 
Association,” convened at Zelienople, Butler 
County, Pa. Aug. 24 25 26, 1826. The oum- 
ber of members added to this Association the 
past year, 1s 22—Number of (burches, 12— 
Mioisters,5. The whole number of mem 
bers is 320. 

The Circular Letter is on the expediency of 


A Library of well selected books, for the 
use of the apprentices of this town, under suit- 
able regulations, we shvald think would do 
more to restrain the irregularities, and pro- 
mote the improvement of this useful and in- 
creasing class of community, than any other 
scheme which has been suggested; and we 
most heartily wish it success. -This measure 
is one of peculiar importance to the city, at 
the present time; as it must be manifest to 
the most superficial observer, tbat the manu- 
facturing interest is greatly on the increase, 
and of course the oumber of apprentices is 
continually augmenting. 


The Vermont papers, opposed to Governors 
Butler and Leland, have at length avowed 
the grounds of their opposition They know 
that these clergymen are opposed to the en- 
couragement of Lotteries by Legislative pro- 
visions; and their views on this subject are 
too puritanical, mgid, and as the opposition 
have it, narrow. We confess we have never 
thougot it expedient for men, whom God has 
called to preach the Gospe), to “ entangle 
themselves in the affairs of this life ;” and on 
this ground, and on this only, are we opposed 
tothe election of Ministers of the Gospel, 
to fill high and responsible civil offices. 

It appears, however, notwithstanding the 
opposition of some of the political papers, that 
the Legislature of Vermont are almost unani- 
mously agreed in their views, with their Gov- 
ernor. For on the question respecting the 
sale of Lottery Tickets in the State, 190 mem- 
bers were opposed, and only 7 in favour of lot- 
teries. 


PERMANENT FUNDS. 

We are highly pleased that men of reflec- 
tion, prudence and piety, are becoming con- 
vinced of the inexpediency, if not sinfulness, 
of establishing permanent funds for Missionary 
purposes. The last number of the “ Boston 
Recorder and Telegraph,” has some judicious 
remarks on this subject. The evils to be ap- 
prehended from such a course, are numerous, 
and the amount of injury to the cause may be 
incalculable. 

The first objection to establishing a perma- 
nent fund, (the interest of which only shall be 
expended,) for Missionary purposes is,—The 
souls of men are now perishing, and the pres- 
ent generation are called upon todo what they 
can, to send the Gospel abroad immediately, 
and not to hoard up ir t e@ Botil the 
rust of them shall t ainst them. 

2d. While wear ablishing a permanent 
fund for this object, we seem to say, that “we 
are the people, and that wisdom shall die with 
Us ;—that God will not raise up men in the 
Senerations after us, who will be as faithful 
and as wise stewards as we are.- And this sen- 
iment betrays a want of faith and confidence 
'0 God, and is unworthy a place in the breas' 
ofa friend of Christian Missions. 

4d. The funds thus invested are necessarily 
‘secure, and may be lost entirely, or divert- 
ed from the object intended. The history of 
any iucorporations in our own country, fully 
establishes this fact. 

th. The principal of the funds thus invest- 
- will, if not devoted to some other object, 
at lost. For if the Scriptures be true, 
rat signs of the times be not misunder. 
an > the Period hastens, when all flesh shall 
re : salvation of God; and in every land 
ary e offered incense, anda pure offering, 
nn — shall not then, as now, be called 

° expend her treasures to send the gos. 
tet the destitute. For in that day, every 
: - shall rejoice to bring all their tythes in- 
aa oe house of the Almighty, and the 
oul a of salvation shall be poured out 
Me, ands. To what use shall these perma- 
Ms: unds then be devoted?—For ourselves, 

re satisfied that God has not required the 


Churches becoming associated. We intend 
giving some extracts from this Letter hereaf- 
ter. \ 


We would bespeak the attention of our read- 
ers, to the very interesting article ov the firs! 
page of this paper, from the American Baptist 
Magazine, on the connection between a 
Preacher's private life, and his official minis” 
trations. We fear not contradiction when we 
say, it will amply repay an attentive perusal. 

—>— 

By a latearrival from Monrovia, (Africa,) we 
learn the melancholy news, that the Rev. Mr. 
Holton, Baptist Missionary to that station, bas 
fallen a victim to the disease of the climate.— 
It is also stated, that the Rev. Lot Carey has 
arrived in this country, from the same station. 

——— 
Honorable and disinterested testimony in 
favor of Rev. John M, Peck 


Extract of a letter from an Officer of the Gov 
ernment of the U. S. in the State of [lh 
nois, to the Editor of this paper, dated Aug 
26, 1826. 

‘*| am personally acquainted with the 
Rev. John M. Peck.—He has distinguish 
ed himself very much in this State, as a 
man of talents and piety ; and has actual 
ly, in the opinion of most persons, done 
more towards improving the moral condi- 
tion of the iohabitants of this State, than 
any individual who has ever resided 
among us. Mr. Peck may be justly said 
to be the founder of all our Sunday 
schools, which are now quite numerous 
in this State, and also most of the Bible 
Societies.”” 


—<{ 
To the Baptist Ministers and Churches in 
Connecticut and vicinity. 


Dear Brethren, 

There cannot be an effect without a 
cause. If we would annihilate an effect, 
we must remove the cause. This posi 


plied, whether it be science or religion. 

An artist, finding that a machine does 
not operate well, critically examines ev 
ery wheel, and part, till he finds where, 
and in what the defect lies. A_ skillful 
physician looks not only on the present 
symptoms of a disease, but searches deep- 
ly and diligently into the remote and 
proximate causes, before he can pre- 
scribe, or apply a remedy. 

The languishing state of the cause of 
religion—the low condition of the Church- 
es in the States of New-England, and in 
this State in particular, present a subject 
for solemn and prayerful investigation and 
deliberation. The cause which has pro 
duced these sad effects, is what we need 
to find, in order that it might be radically 
removed. 

| conceive the cause to be complicated. 
The leading—the principal cause | ap- 
prehend, lies in the unpardonable—the 
unaccountable apathy, manifest among the 
Ministers and Pastors of the Churches.— 
If this be the leading cause, this must first 
be removed. or the effects will continue.- 
The present emergency requires an im- 
mediate effort—a conceitration of ener 
gies. The voice of the convention is, 
a ya shall we send—who will go for 
us?” 

W here can the devoted servants be found, 
who stand with their loins girded, ready 
and willing to go? Such are to be found 
—they must be found—they must be sent 
forth. Men who will leave all—men who 
will hazard their lives for the cause of 
Christ—men who will consecrate every 
thing near and dear to them, upon the al- 
tar of religion. Such men must be 
sought—such will be found—such men 
will be raised up, who will take Zion by 
the hand, and point poor sinners to the 
Lamb of God. 

That I and my dear brethren in the sa- 
cred ministry, may be more abundantly 


tion is true, to whatever subject it be ap-_ 


anointed with the Holy Ghost from Heav- 
en, and that the Lord of the Harvest would 
send forth more labourers, let us have a 
general -prayer meeting for all whose 
hearts are set to seek the Lord, particu- 
larly of ministers ; when, and where, we 
may open our hearts to God, and to one 
another, in prayer, preaching and exhor- 
tation. Let this meeting be at Wethers- 


field, in my watch tower. 
WATCHMAN. 


NOTICE. 


A number of Ministers and Brethren 
providentially met at Wethersfield, on the 
8th inst. and in view of the situation of Zi- 
on, as above expressed, and feeling the tm 
portance of fervent and united prayer to 
God, for the Spirit’s help, they, at the de 
sire of the brethren of the Baptist Church at 
Wethersfield, appointed a meeting, to be 
holden at Wethersfield, onthe 5th Wednes- 
day in Nov. or the 29th inst. and such 
Ministers, or other brethren in this State 
and vicinity, as feel a desire to unite in cal- 
ling upon God for a revival of his work, 


are hereby affectionately invited to attend | >, 


the ahove meeting 
SES OS CS SESE S WE DOP A A CE 


General Kntelligewe. 


LATEST FROM FRANCE. 

By the packet ship Lewis, Capt. Macey, Paris pa- 

a to the 28th September have been received. We 
ave room only for a hasty summary of the intelli- 
gence they contain. 

Greece.—By the arrival of a Courier at Rhodes on 
the 29th July, information was received of the cap- 
ture of the last district of the Mainotes, which ren- 
dered Ibrahim master of the whole of the interior of 
the Morea. Twenty-three vessels of war for the 
use of Ibrahim had arrived at Navarin. It is said that 
the English ambassador at Constantinople has power 
from the whole of Europe to treat for peace between 
Greece and the Porte. A letter dated Napoli, 2ist 
July, states the arrival of twelve vessels, with muni- 
tions, &c. from France and England. It is said that 
Col Fabvier has at length driven the Turks from be- 
fore Athens, and opened a communication with Ar- 
gos and Napoli. A National Asembly was to be held 
in the Morea Sept. 12th, at which it was hoped Lord 
Cochrane would be present. Colocotroni was col- 
lecting troops to attack Ibrahim at Tripolitza, and 
Cautina, who is said to have got a reinforcement, but 
it will be easy to crush him. 

The troops at Alexandria, to embark for the Mo- 
rea, amounted to 8 or 9000; but the Vice-Roy has 
informed the Porte that he has not the funds to un- 
dertake another expedition ; and such frightful sto- 
ries are told by those who have returned from Greece, 
that 4000 have deserted.—V. Y. Statesmen. 


Turkey.—A great fire broke out at Constantsnople 
on the 3ist of August, just at the time appointed for 
restoring the standard of the prophet to the mosque. 
It extended from the garden gate to the mosques of 
the Sultans Amurat and Bajazet, thence along the 
walls of the seraglio to the sea of Marmora, taking 
in its route many palaces of the great, containing im- 
mense riches, and markets. It is said the fire was 
set by the discontented Bostanghis. Several thou- 
sand houses are supposed to have been destroyed. 
The people opposed the measures taken to extin- 
guish the fire, and it breaks out in new places. They 
regard it as a punishment from heaven for the late 
destruction of the Janissaries. Many men are said 
to have perished. The Grand Vizier’s palace has been 
burnt. 

A new impresement for the army had been ordered 
by the Sultan. 

There was areport that the Pacha of Widna had 
revolted, and invited all the Janissaries to join him. 


Russia.—The Emperor of Russia has decreed, that 
in case of his demise without a male heir, the crown 
shall descend to the family of his brother Michael. It 
is positively asserted in most of the Paris Journals 
that the conferences at Ackermaan have been broken 
off, and there was no probability of an amicable ad- 
justment of the matters in dispute between Russia 
and the Porte. 

The difference between Russia and Persia assumes 
adelicate aspect. It seems that the Persians, with- 
out any previous indications of hostility, had made 
an incursion into Russia with 10,000 men, and had 
burned several villages and carried off anumber of 

rsons. Many of the Persian soldiers were dressed 
in English uniforms. A further report adds, that the 
war has been pushed on by foreign influence, and 
that 200,000 Persians, commanded by English and 
French officers, were on their march to the Russian 
frontiers.—Some detachments of Russian troops were 
marching for the frontiers of Persia. 


Spain and Oe ee eee continue among 
the troops : it is said that 3,400 men have lately gone 
into Portugal. A body of French soldiers, who de- 
serted from Olivera, afterwards re-crossed the line at 
another place, took a post, and carried off ten men 
with their horses into Portugal. One paper states 
that the Portuguese government gaye the Spanish 
soldiers their horses and harness, arms and pay. 
Two foreign regiments are to be formed in Portu- 
}. The Drapeau Blanc even says, that the foreign 
figion to be formed, by the rh om » will contain 
ded by Mina, and Col. 


10,000 men, and be comman 
Alava as second. 

The Haytian commissioners who carried the first 
instalment of the debt to France, left Paris on the 
27th Sept. on their return. 

————— 

Loss of the Emerald.—Yesterday morning, be- 
tween 2 and 3 o’clock, the steam-boat Emerald, lying 
at New-Brunswick, was discovered on fire. So rap- 
id was the progress of the flames, that not a particle 
of the furniture or the tackle was saved. She was 
owned by William Gibbons, and, we are informed, 
not insured.—V. Y. Statesman. 

[4 

By an arrival at Baltimore, from Sierra Leone, we 
learn that in July that place was very unhealthy. 
Nine slave ships had been taken by the English crui- 
sers. They had on board, in the whole, 2563 slaves, 
who were of course liberated. The schr. Bona of 
Baltimore, while in Messurado bay, was robbed by 
pirates, who hoisted the Colombian flag. They es- 
caped before assistance could be obtained.—Jb. 

<S +o 

Midshipman Marshall has arrived at Washington, 
with despatches from Mr. Williams, Charge d’Af- 
fairs of the United States at Guatemala, and with 
the ratification by that Government of the General 
Convention of Peace, Amity, and Navigation, con- 
cluded here on the 5th of December last, and ex- 
changed _— Mr. Williams for that of our Govern- 
ment.—Jb. 


There is a vile publication in London, called the 
“John Bull ;” as of its thousand libels, the follow- 
ing, published in one of its recent numbers, is un- 
questionably the most attrocious :—J/0. 


‘“* By a curious coincidence, Adams and Jefferson, 
two of the revolted colonists, who signed the decla- 
ration of American independence, died on the 4th of 
July, that — the fiftieth anniversary of their re- 
bellious triumph over the mother country. This co- 
incidence is, however, rendered less curious by a 
statement which has reached us, that these a 


~ 


malcontents brought on their sympathetic by 
too liberal potations in honour of their unnatural in- 
gratitude.” 


Counterfeit five dollar bills of the Mechanic’s 
bank, New-Haven, dated Oct. 3, 1825, payable to 
S. F. Lambert, letter C. No. 712, are in circulation. 
They are well executed. 


The Fur Trade.—It appears from an article in the 
St. Louis Inquirer, that this valuable trade is still 


rous to a degree heretofore unknown. Gen. 
Ashley's party left St. Louis last Spring, and the 
General himself, sometime wg are their de- 
a, left there also for the Rocky Mountains.— 
e General and part of his men returned to St. Lou- 
is previons to the 12th ult. with 125 packs of bea- 
ver, havin the whole route in something 
less than six mouths. 


A man who was at work on the steeple of 2 meet- 
ing house in Charlton, Mass. a few days ago, fell 
upon the roof of the building, a distance of 46 feet, 
with such force that it broke three rifters, and set- 
tled in the place where he fell, so mnch as to prevent 
his sliding from the roof. What is very remarkable, 
no bones were broken, and in a few days he was so 
far recovered from his fall, as to be in this town at- 
tending to business.— Worcester paper. 


From the Philadelphia Freeman’s Journal. 

The South American Service—We have received 
a letter from a friend, a young gentleman, now in 
Mexico, and who has been for several years past in 
the service of the Patriot armies of the South, but 
who now is in the Mexican army.—The following 
extracts may afford some interest to our readers :— 
You may remember, when I left Philadelphia, with 
what extravagant anticipations of fortune ~~ , 
I and my two companions embarked for the Sout 
Alas for young men ! how bewildered are their no- 
tions ! I firmly believed there was a spacious theatre 
before me, in whose arena I might act a proud, a 
distinguished and a profitable part. I was mistaken. 
I have struggled hard ; watched and prayed ; but 
in fortune, | am in a worse situation than I was in 
ours—my native city—and as for preferment, al- 
though Phave haj the luck to become Colonel of a 
regiment of 500 ,.cen—fighting Colonel as they call 
it here+-I find t}t the honour will neither mend a 
wounded leg, oriffi an empty stomach, much less a 
vacant purses. i ain in a better situation than hun- 
dreds of y¢“g men from the United States, who 
have joigmimthe Patriot service. Many who have 
entered .ue service, with sanguine hopes of advance- 
ment, in a short time became disgusted : and either 
by self-indulgence and the extinction of their am- 
bitions, gave themselves ‘“ to prey on fortune,” ru- 
ined and worthless, or returned to their native land, 
to seek their destiny in other pursuits. I would 
caution every young man who has an idea of making 
his fortune by coming here, to stay at home. If he 
merely wishes to fight for the sake of liberty, it is 
another thing. I have lately seen Commodore Por- 
ter—the people lookto kim with great reliance. He 
has ahard task before him, but he has commenced it 
with great vigour. He has already established a 
Naval School.” 


We understand that the Bank of the United States, 
with a view to second the efforts of the General 
Government, to restore a metallic soot 2 in place 
of the small bills of the almost innumerable Banks, 
with which our country abounds, has instructed its 
several offices not to receive in payment or deposit, 
any Bank notes whatever, under the denomination 
of five dollors.— Providence Journal. 


Raising Seafish in fresh water ponds —This 
subject has attracted the attention of Rhode 
Island, at whose late annual Cattle Show, &c. 
the following report was read : 

The Cominittee on raising fish in fresh wa 
ter ponds, consisting of Stephen H. Smith, 
Solomon Brown, John D’Wolf, Jr. S. Kaight 
and Stephen Harris, report as follows: 

They are oppo ed to the philosophy which 
confounds novelty with impossibility, and con- 
cludes that what has not been before its eyes, 
neither has been nor can be done at all 

Every year brings forth some new discovery 
or application of oature’s laws, aud who 
knows enough of those laws to decide without 
experiment on the result of any new combi- 
nation of circumstances ? 

Your committee know nothing in the physi- 
ology of fish, or in the nature of water, from 
which they can pronounce it impossible for a 
fish born in salt water tolive and propagate io 
fresh. 

Had no experiment heen made, then the 
subject would be fairly open to experiment ; 
but experiments have been “made, and have 
succeeded. A late “ Journal of the Royal 
Institution” contains the detail of a very com- 
plete and successful course of experiments on 
this subject. conducted in Scotland under the 
auspices of Dr. Macculloch. It seems by 
those experiments that 33 species of fish ‘+ be- 
longing naturally to the sea have been found 
to live in fresh water ; among them are the 
plaice, flounder, bass, cod, mackerel, and eel; 
and to them are added crabs oysters, muscles, 
and sbrimnps. Many of the fish (bus trans- 
planted improve in size and delicacy: ‘ the 
plaice in some cases appeared three times as 
thick as in the sea ;” ** the bass also grows 
much thicker and improves in delicacy ” _ 

It appears from another English publication, 
that many kinds of sea fish are raised to great 
perfection in ponds cofmected with the fresh 
as well as salt water of the river Thames; 
they there also increase in size and flavour, 
and are taken to the London markets when 
stormy weather prevents the boats from going 
out. 

The native fish of our fresh water ponds and 
rivers, may be raised in great perfection ; and 
witb but little labour or expense; the picker- 
el command high prices in market, and meet 
at all times a ready sale. 

A number of experiments are now making 
in our own state, and afew ponds have been 
rented at fouror five dollars a year, which, 
when well stocked, will command much high- 
er prices. 

The fish transported from the sea are first 
fed with butchers‘ offal—but in some of the 
Scottish ponds it is already proved that ‘* they 
may be fed by bringing different kinds togeth- 
er asin the ocean ;” thatis, they will feed on 
one another. 

Your committee are far from considering 


of the above stated experiments fully sufficient 
to encourage others ; especially as even fail- 
ure can be attended with but little labour or 
cost, and success will add sv much to the com- 
forts and resources of these who dwell not" at 
the Haven of the Sea” 

All of which is respectfully submitted, by 

JOHN D’'WOLF, Jr. 
For the Committee. 
—-_— 

The number of Newspapers now published 
in this state is 22; exclusively of 7 religious, 
and one literary periodidal.—Connecticut Jour- 
nal. 


The Massachusetts Baptist Convention. 
held its second anniversary meeting in Sa- 
lem, on Wednesday and Thursday of tne 
present week. The Rev. Mr. Going, of 
Worcester, preached the Introductory 
Sermon, in the First Baptist Meeting- 
House, on Wednesday afternoon, from 
Isa. lv ii. 12. The exhibition of the state 
of religion in the several Associations, was 
publicly given to a numerous and atten- 
tive congregation, on Wednesday eve- 
ning. The statements show a gradual and 
cheering increase of churches, ministers 
and communicants. There are now more 
than 150 Charches in this commonwealth, 


this avisionary subject, and think the results. 


and the laudable efforts now making to | 
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provide an able ministry, and to assist 
those feeble Churches which need aid, 
furnish pleasing assurance, that, with the 
blessing of God, the denomination will 
continue to increase as rapidly, as the fond 
expectations of its friends have predict- 
ed.—Gaz. 
ee 
From the Christian Watchman. 


The Rev. Jobn Allen has, we learn, ac- 
cepted the invitation of the Baptist Church 
and Society in Kingston, Mass. to become 
their Pastor. The Rev. Samuel Glover, 
their late Pastor, has so far recovered his 
health, as to enter on his public labors in 
the ministry, and has the pleasing pros- 
pect, in a good degree, of its being con- 
firmed. 

—<— 

The Rev. Mr. Van Horne, of Montgomery 
County, N. Y. has receatly married his thou- 
sandth couple.— Ib. 


MARRIED. 

At Farmington, Mr. Joho [.. Butler, of 
Wilkesbarre, Penn. to Miss Cornelia Rich- 
ards, daughter of Samuel Richards, Esq. of 
Farmington. 

At Mansfield, by the Rev. J. Goodwin, Mr. 
Alfred Hartshorn, to Miss Electa Studley, of 
W iilington. 

On the 15th of Oct. Mr. Azariah Freeman, 
aged 80, to Mrs. Elizabett Thompson, HZ. 70! 


OBITUARY. 


At Farmington, Mrs. Emma North, wife of 
Mr. Omri M. North, aged 24; Mrs. Nancy 
Thomson, wife of ‘Mr. John Thomson, Jr. 
aged 43; Mr. Constant Youngs, aged 36; Mr. 
Daniel Pratt. aged 65. 

In Fayal, on the 2d Sept. of apoplexy, John 
Dabney, Esq. Consul General of the U. S. 
for the Azores. He was a native of Buston, 
and sonof Dr. Dabney, who removed to Coa- 
necticut at the commencement of the revolu- 
tionary war. 

At Ashford, on Wednesday last, Mr. Thom- 
as Stebbings, aged 78. 

At Griswold, on the 14th ult. Mr. Joseph 
L. Cutler, aged 30. 

At Douglas, (Mass.) on the 22d Oct. Dr. 
Samuel Church, son of Mr. Samuel Church, of 


Hampton, Conn. aged 25. 


MACDONOUGH. 
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THE NEW 
AND 
ELEGANT STEAM BOAT 


lv. ACDON OUGH, 


Was built expressly for the Hartford Steam 
Boat Company, under the superiniendence of 
eomre of science and practical knowl- 
edge. 

he is 273 tons burthen, 132 feet on deck 
and 26 feet beam, with a freight room of fifty 
tons, under deck ; is built of the best materi- 
als and copper fastened, and is in every re- 
spect, a substantial, well built and superior 
boat, furnished in a genteel style, and has el- 
egant accommodations. She bas 76 births for 
passengers, a strong ando pwerful engine, on 


the low pressure principle; with two extra 
safety valves, exclusively under the control 
of the commander of the boat, which without 
any attention, let off the steam, even when at 
a perfectly safe degree «f pressure. 


The Macponovea will be commanded b 
Capt. WILLIAM BEEBE, who has had mech 
experience as a commander of a packet ship. 
Great care has been taken, to render her not 
only safe, but comfortable, pleasant and con- 
venient for passengers. 

The Macpnonoven will leave New York, 
Mondays and Thursdays at 4 o’clock P. M. 
and Hartford, Wednesdays and Saturdays at 
11 o'clock A. M. each week, ard will receive 
and land passengers at the usual landing pla- 
ces on the river. 

Freight will be taken at the usual rates. 

All baggageat the risk of the owners. 

Stages will be in readiness on the arrival o 
the boat at Hartford, for the conveyance o 
passengers to Boston, Vermont, and New- 
Hampshire. 

CHAPIN & NORTHAM, A . 

Hartford, May 1826. sirens 


\TEVAT 


INSURANCE COMPANY, 


WILL receive proposals for Insurance a- 
gainst loss or damage by FIRE, every day in 
the week, (except Sunday,) at their office in 
Morgan’s Exchange Coffee-House, State St. 
in Hartford, Connecticut. 

+ DANIEL ST. JOHN, Esquire of said 
Hartford, is appointed Surveyor. His acts in 
that capacity will be recognized as the actsof 
the Company. 

THOMAS K. BRACE, President. 

Isaac Perkins, Secretary. 


BOARDING. 


FOUR gentlemen may be accommodated 
with boarding in a private family, in a central 
part of the city, by application at the office of 
the Christian Secretary. 

Hartford Sept. 25, 1826. 35 


NOTICE 
he hereby given, that all the real and per- 
sonal estate of ORIN WEST, late of Staf- 
ford, deceased, will be sold at public sale, at 
the late dwelling house of said Orrin West, 
in Stafford, on the 30th day of November 
next. at 9 o'clock, A. M. unless previously 
sold at private sale. The real estate is under 
the incumbrance of a Mort and Widow’s 
Dower.—By order of the Court of Probate, 
for the District of Stafford. 
HORATIO WEST, Adm’r. 
Stafford, Oct. 30th, 1826. 3w4t 


Book & Fov Printing, 


EXECUTED WITH CARE AND DESPATCH, 
47 THIS OFFICE. 
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POETRY. 


For the Christian Secretary. 
Mr. Eprror, 


The following lines were written by a Lady 
to the wife 


of a Missionary from Massachusetts, in the 
assachasetts Baptist Mission- 


in the North part of Pennsylvania, 


employ of the | 


think, to be perused ony i? , ‘ } h 


the original manuscript. 
worthy a place in the es 
your paper, they are at your disposal. 


A stranger in Tioga’s wild, 


Where hemlock’s wave, and rough winds 


blow, =n 
Where Jesus’ grace has seldom smil’d, 


And Gospel fountains never flow ; 


i've found a little living spring, 

A precious rill, fast passing by, 

A Missionary fromthe King, __ 
With words of comfort from on bigh. 


Blest were bis tidings to my soul, 

Of Christ, his Master and my Lord ; 
Blest are the living streams that roll, 
And waft through earth his boly word. 


Dear Madam in the Lord our God, 
Flow happy is thy blissful state, 

Tosit beside the Gospel flood, 

To dwell near heav’n’s half open’d gate. 


Well may’st thou spare thy partner blest, 
To bring to this dry barren land, 

A cordial for the panting breast, 

A cup fill’d full by Jesus’ hand. 


O he is blest of Christ the Lord, 

And thou shalt all his blessings share, 

While he sball still dispense the word, 

Which full fed souls may freely spare. 
—_>—_ 


From the Middlesex Gazette. 


We were so much pleased with the following 
Dialogue, which was written by J. H. Tracy, 
one of the Cadets, and spoken at the last An- 
niversary of the A. L. S. and Military Acad- 
emy, that we were induced to request of its 
author, a copy for publication, and he has ob- 
We have 
y, on such an occasion, witnessed so in- 


hgingly complied with our request. 
rare 
teresting a performance. 


It will be recollected, that in the year 1776, 
lord Howe was sent to this country, endowed 
with qualified powers to treat with the “ Re- 


bellious Colonies,” and that he was received 


by a Committee of the American Conga. 
t is 
the conversation supposed to have passed be- 
tween Lord Howe and Dr. Franklio on that 
occasion, which this promising young Poet 


of which Dr. Franklin was a member. 


has so happily described. 
LURD HOWE. 


My gracious master greatly condescends 
To treat with rebel subjects levying war, 


With olind temertiy, against bis throne, 
Who madly tempt their fate, and rush on 
death, 


’Tis gentle pity in his royal breast, 


That pleads your case, and sways his mind to 


peace, 

Paternal love arrests the lifted sword, 

And in the father he forgets the king, 

He offers peace to this distracted realm, 

Bids his misguided subjects of the West 

Return to their allegiance, and yield 

To Justice’s hand the chiefs of this revolt ; 

On them shall fall the vengeance due their 
crimes, 

And a free pardon shall await the rest. 


DR. ERANKLIN. 


Rebellion, Treason, Sacrilege, Revolt, 

Are terms familiar to each tyrant’s tongue, 
To braod a people struggling for their rights ; 
A slander foul to taint a patriot’s name. 

“Tis easy to denounce, proscribe, condemn, 
Our leaders Set a price upon their beads, 
But should they fall, another ready host 

Will rise, like lydras, to their vacant place, 
And scoff at danger, and a tyrant’s power. 
Each patriot sets at nuught all private aim, 
All weal or woe, but of the gen’ral cause. 

A violated people is arous’d— 


Their Chieftains are their choice, and of them- 


selves.— 
Go teach the polar bear to yield her young, 
But, ask them not to sell their benetactors : 
Sooner shall Ruin plough our silent streets, 
And Havoc reap her harvest in our fields. 


LORD HOWE. 


{.et not intemperate passion rule your mind ; 
But coolly think : let reason be your guide, 
Aad calm reflection lead you into truth. 
Oh think what awful perils you defy, 
What dread responsibility assume ; 
Each word is pregnant with impending fate, 
And life and death await but your resolve. 
I bring a balsam for your country’s wounds, 
And ec you tear the bandage from her 

side, 
And bid her bleed afresh? 

DR. FRANKLIN. 


Alas! you bring the healing balsam too late. 
Her wounds can ne’er be heal’d— 

Deep stabb’d in Boston’s bosom ; deeper still, 
And wider, deadlier gash’d, on Bunker Hill. 


LORD HOWE. 


Hope better things, and view the argument 
Tn the calm light of your Philosophy ; 
That rte teach you, England claims your 
ealt 
As her tested right. 
Your infant state was planted by her care, 
And nourish’d up by ber indulgent hand. 
Shone on by regal favor’s genial sun, 
This cheerless forest bloomed like the rose ; 
Beneath the spreading wings of British pow’r, 
Your lives, and names, and fortunes were se- 
cure, 
With wealth and power your insolence in- 
creased, 
Till spurning all control and wholesome rule, 
You madly raise your parricidal swords 
Against a parent’s breast. 
DR. FRANKLIN. 


Planted by England's care! 
‘Twas her oppression drove us from our 


From Bigots’ flames, and tyrants’ scorpion 


We sought a rcfuge in the wilderness. 

God planted us, and by His help we grew ; 

He biest our toils, and made the desert bloom. 

Step-mother Britain left us to our fate, 

When war and famine lower’d o’er our heads 

But — skies grew bright, and fortune 
smil’d, 


Usurp’d o’er us despotic domination, 


And owe away our heaven-descended 
rights : 

In their defence, we fly to arms-—she sens 

The hireling butchers of a savage prince ; 


«“ Poet’s corner” of 


Her tokens of maternal care— _ 
Her instruments of gentle chastisement. 


LORD HOWE. 


But now, alas! a traitor to my King. . 
How can my heart consent to lose thee thus! 


Let me conjure you, taraish not your bays, 
Nor add the wreath a rebel warrior wears. 


DR. FRANKLIN. 


try’s— 


weigh 
To counterpoise my duty. — 
My Lord, I need not recapitulate to you 


ers: 
That our allegiance, 

Rack’d to oppression’s utmost power, 
Beyond all bound of justice or of law, 
Became a bankrupt, and protested all, 


debt; 


cause, 


breath 
Pollutes our native air. 


ea 
LORD wonsip 3 
Flear the last terms | offer in pame 


Of England’s King, to these insu 
A general amnesty shall be proc’ 
The hostile forces all shall be with® 
And all obnoxious laws shall be re 
America receiv’d to royal favor— 
All faults forgotten, and all griefs redress’d ; 
For you, a coronet shall grace your brows, 
And stars and garters be the glitt’ring boon 
That regal bounty tenders to your friends, 
On easy terms of dutiful submission. 


DR. FRANKLIN. 
You bring to mind a very wholesome tale, 


A noted libertine, 4 very famous rake, 
Look’d with a lustful and lascivious eye, 
Upon a youthful maiden’s budding charms— 
A giddy girl, ber dazzled fancy fir’d — 

At thoughts of court, of dress and equipage, 


chains, 
But happy, her good angel whispered soft, 


all.” 
LORD HOWE. 


You’re pleased, Sir, to be merry: 
But pray, what bearing has this curious tale 
Upon the subject of our conference? 


DR. FRANKLIN. 


I never «’as more serious in my life. 
Amer’ your Sovereign would seduce, 
With vi illiant offerg.of his royal grace, 
Amuse her young simplicity with toys, 
Hang on her neck a vassal’s gilded chain ; 
| But democratic virtue holds a Star, 

A worthless thing, to barter Freedom for. 


LORD HOWE. 


I have obey’d the feelings of my heart, 

Discharg’d a sacred duty to my friend, 

And to a people bent on deep perdition. 

And now, a heavier task remains to do— 

Go to your counsel hall, and there report, 

To-morrow I shall thunder at their gates, 

Arrest the rebels, plotting treason there : 

And they sball wear an angry monarch’s 

chains, 

Until the axe release them from their woes. 

Tell those misguided men, whom Washington 

Leads forth todie on British bayonets, 

W hat nameless horrors vou decree for them ; 

That cracking flames shall wrap their rav- 

ish’d homes, 

pee 4 streams run purple with their 
ood. 

The sweltering earth, and tainted air shall 

teem 

With hvid corses, black’ning in the Sun, 

Oh! IL could weep for gentle pity’s sake— 


| A stranger's heart bleeds for your country’s 


woes. 
DR. FRANKLIN. 


| No doubt 'tis painful to your tender heart, 


To see her so resolved to brave it out, 

And stand the bazard of a desperate chance. 

Behold our native mountains of the north-- 

Though ocean dash his billows at their feet, 

And tempests idly rave around their heads, 

They stand the shock of warring elements, 

Buffet the whirlwinds back, and spuro the 
waves. . 

And here are thousands of as stubborn men, 

Whose oath is sworn, tho’ through the native 
vales 

The agonizing scream of murder rings, 

And bloody footsteps mark their sacred 
hearths; 

Though desolation brood him o’er their marts, 

And horror’s bloodless finger write dismay 

Upon the front of War— 

That Freedom's loss shall never buy their 
Peace; 

No, though your murd’rous hand could give 
them back 

The mothers of their orphans, and the babes, 

Whose heaven-pleading blood has wet the 
knives 

Of “yw barbarian allies.-Thus we resolved- 

And Action treads on Resolution’s heels. 

1 bear your offer back; and you shall hear 

Their answer thunder’d from the cannon’s 


mouth ; 
Till then, Farewell. [ Eait. 


LORD Howe. (Solus.) 


His cool sarcastic wit, and patriotic fire 
Are both too much for me—- 
And I must look about me; this revolt 
Assumes the aspect of determined action ; 
Instead of petty broils, and riotous fray, 
Puts on a most belligerent front. 
Long has this war been struggling for breath— 
So, buried fire beneath the mountain glows, 
And labors for a vent—it waxes hot, 
And hotter'still—until its swelling rage 
Becomes too mighty for its rocky prison ; 
When, bursting forth with overwhelming 
power, 
The fiery surges of the melted rock, 
And —s flames pour down the mountain’s 
* side, 
Lick up the waters of the mountain floods ; 
And thundering down, the cataract of fire, 
Drives e’en the boiling ocean from its bed. 
[ Ezit. 


NO. 2. 
On the Character of Jesus Christ. 


Were there nothing else to distinguish 
the New Testament from other Soe 


this alone would establish its superiority. 


Oh Franklin! Franklin, once = mgs friend, 


All Europe echoes with your wisdom’s fame ; 


Myself and fame, and fortune, are my coun- 


My private griefs and friendships nothing 


The mournful story of my country’s wrongs— 
That mild remonstrance was her first resort— 
That keen rebuke was answered to her pray- 


Till Bunker’s Bank discharged the mighty 


With precious metals, cancell’d foreign bouds. 
Now, baving drawn our swords in freedom’s 


We'll sheath them, never, while a tyrant’s 


And I shall crave yonr lordship’s leave to tell it. 


Of pearls and diamonds, bracelets,rings and 
And eke, of sighing beaux, and envious belles ; 


** A maiden’s honor’s more than worth them 


ern times can furnish such an example. 


jostly exclaim with astonishment : ‘* How 


That it is a reali characler which is drawn, 
and nota fiction, is evident from the very 
representation. No human mind would 
ever have conceived such an one. We 
find nothing like it in any ancient writings ; 
PLato and ArisToTLE had no such con 
ceptions. Such a birth, sucha life, such 
a death, lie beyond the bounds of human 
invention ; for human invention is limited 
and regulated by human passious aad pur- 
suits. 
features, a certain original and appropri- 
ate cast of countenance, which proves 
the portrait to be drawn froma real per- 
éon ; andnotto be a fancy piece, which 
sprang out of the imagination of the pain- 
ter. This is eminently the case in the 
life of Christ. The discerning reader 
will perceive it to be no romance, no ef- 
fort of genius,to pourtray a remarkable 
character which never had existence ; but 
areal personage who lived on earth, and 
did, and suffered, and spoke, and acted, 
what is related of him. If in any in- 
‘tance human sagacity can discriminate 
between real life and fiction, itis here ; 
fora thousand circumstances are adduced, 


distinguishig the one from the other. 
The heated: .magination of a writer may 
fancy that bis hero acts naturally and ac 
cording to character in the various situa- 
tions in which he places him ; and those 
likewise with whom he has intercourse. 
But one reader, more conversant with a 
peculiar walk in life, sees one thing to be 
unnatural, and another, another: and 
thus the romance is discovered. But in 
the life of Christ no such unsnitableness 
appears: all is in its proper place. 
Were the men of Galilee such proficients 
in deception? No. The conclusion is 
obvious :—They write a true history. 
The perfection of Christ’s character is 
another consideration which stamps a pe 
culiar excellence on the New-Testament. 
A representation is given of one entirely 
free from every error and sin,—of one 
who is perfectly wise and perfectly good. 
This character is not pourtrayed in a few 
brilliant passages at the end of the gos 
pels ; it rises out of the whole of the 
history of his life and death. Jesus is 
presented in many, and in different situa- 
tions. He is introduced speaking onan 
infinite variety of subjects ; he convers- 
es familiarly with his friends : he discours 
es to the multitude ; he replies to the 
cavils of his enemies. He is displayed 
both in active employments and in suffer- 
ings : buf not one word is contrary to 
the dictates of wisdom ; not one action 
contrary to the rules of rectitude. He 
is often threwn into the most trying cir- 
cumstsnces ; and sudden and ensnaring 
questions are frequently put to him: but 
his consummate prudence shines forth in 
his answers, and in his conduct ; and none 
can accuse him of folly or of sin. In his 
most bitter sufferings, from the hands of 
his Father, and of the Jews, there is nei- 
ther murmuring against God, nor hatred 
and revenge, nor reviling of man.—But 
he does not rest in negative virtue : he 
is al] resignation to the will of God. His 
treatment of Judas when betrayed, and 
about to be delivered up ; his behaviour 
before Pilate ; his words to the daugh- 
ters of Jerusalem, when they wept at his 
sufferings ; and his prayer on the cross 
for his enemies, all manifest the highest 
and purest efforts of goodness. Not one 
evil passion shews itself in the slightest 
degree even in an unbecoming word.— 
No ignorance, noerror, no impradence ; 
all is truth, and all is wisdom  Enthbu- 
siasm and superstition have no place in 
this wondrous personage. There is from 
first to last a full display of perfect recti- 
tude and perfect goodness. 

In persons of remarkable activity, who 
are constantly engaged in one duty or 
auother, and who are thrown into situa- 
tions of difficulty and temptation, how 
hard it is to keep free from blame! Some- 
thing is hastily said; something is an- 
wisely done : a reproof is given without 
due consideration ; a reply is too bitter. 
Into the few years of the ministry of 
Christ is compressed a greater portion of 
good works, and active services, than can 
be found in the protracted life of the man 
who dies at three score years and ten ; 
and who has served God from his youth. 
Bat no imperfection is to be found : 
‘* Which of you,” said he, to his bitterest 
enemies, convicteth me of sin?’ Exam- 
ine the life of Jesus fully and maturely. 
It is written by four men: and! venture 
to say with confidence, you will find noth- 
ing which ean detract from the perfection 
of his character. No other book furnish- 
es a like instance.—A few pages of pane- 
gyric may he writien without a fault. A 
life of tranquil inactivity it may be possi- 
ble to represent without many prominent 
blemishes ; but a life of so mach busi 
ness as the New-Testaments exhibits in 
Jesus Christ, does not exist: and it in- 
creases a thousand fold the difficalty of 
drawing a perfect character. Yet they 
succeeded. No men of ancient or mod- 


Take a view of the writers, their educa- 
tion, their manner of life, their social in- 
tercourse and relations ; and you may 


were these men alone able to do what 
all others, in ancient or modern times, 
who attempted it, have attempted in 
vain!” TIT can think of no other answer 


There isa peculiar symetry of 


CHRISTIAN SECRETARY. 


But there is something still remaining 
to be mentioned in the character of Christ, 
which is equally, if not more extraordi- 
nary. While the Evangelists uniformly 
represent him as a partaker of human na- 
ture, they also speak of him as being 
more than man : for he is not only called, 
the Son of Man, but the Sun of God. 
Here then is an additional difficulty in de- 
lineating the character of Jesus. There 
must be added, to the perfection of aman, 
the elevation becoming ‘* the Word, who 
was inthe beginning with God, and who 
was God, by whom all things were made :”’ 
nor do we search for itin vain. Along 
with the most amiable condescension that 
ever adorned human nature, there is uni- 
ted an uniform dignity of sentiment and 
conduct becoming his exalted rank, as the 
Son of God. Jesus speaks with authori- 


his power ; he confers blessings as one 
who has a right to bestow. In every 
thing, and place, and time, he preserves, 
without the remotest semblance of pride 
or assuming arrogance, the tone of a mas- 
Iter, and the dignified deportment of one 


which furnis» the fullest opportunities of who ‘‘ came down from heaven to give 


‘life unto the world ; and who was the 
only begotten of the Father, full of grace 
and truth.” 

There is another thing respecting Je- 
sus Christ which deserves to be thrown 
into the balance ; and itis by no means 
destitute of weight: namely, that the 
Evangelists do not present a popular char- 
acter. There is nothing of the air of an 
impostor init: it was not calculated to 
gain the approbation of the Jews. They 
expected a Messiah who would lead them 
lon to victory. who would subdue all their 
foes, and who would exalt them to world- 
ly dignities. Their hopes of these things 
were high and warm, and of long continu 
ance: They had drunk them in with their 
mother’s milk: they had received them 
by tradition from their fathers. Those 
who wished to impose on them and gain 
their favour, flattered their prejudices, 
and promised them worldly greatness. 
Thus did the false Messiah act. We see 
them at the head of armies, endeavouring 
to gain glory to the Jewish nation, by the 
edge of the sword. But Jesus of Naza- 
reth comes in a way which was altogeth- 
er unexpected ; ina way which dashed 
all their hopes, and robbed their minds of 
those golden dreams which had so long 
delighted them. In short, it was a total 
disappointment in a matter which was the 
sheet-anchor of their hopes, and which 
occupied their whole souls. But there 
is even more than a disappointment: Je- 
sus enjoins an opposite temper on the 
subjects of hie kingdom ; and he enforces 
it by his own example. Instead of cher- 
ishing their fond expectations, that he 
would erect his standard, and lead them 
forth to victory and glory, he speaks “‘ of 
the Son of man being betrayed into the 
hands of sinners, who would scourge 
him, and spit upon him, and put him to 
death.”” Nay, more, instead of encour- 
aging their ideas of superiority to the 
Gentiles, he utters various parables to 
convey the unwelcome, because humb- 
ling idea, that the Gentiles were to be 
admitted toa participation of the same 
privi'eges with the Jews ; and that men 
of all nations, who received the gospel, 
were to be melted down into one holy 
brotherhood. Is this the conduct of an 
impostor? Can either the person de- 
scribed, or the writers, excite suspicions 
of an intention to deceive* ? 

The manner in which the disciples nar- 
rate the life of Christ, is likewise oncom- 
mon and worthy of peculiar notice. 
There is something here perfectly unique: 
the whole compass of human literature 
furnishes nothing similar. That the men 
who wrote the gospels loved their mas- 
ter, is too plainto be denied. Their re- 
nunciation of every worldly advantage 
and prospect, their entire devotedness to 
his cause, their multiplied and bitter suf- 
ferings for his sake, all display both the 


sincerity and fervour of their love.—In 


what raptures willthey describe his life 
and death ! Buton examination we find 


no such thing. The writers of the epis- 
tles speak in ecstacy of his excellence 
and love : 


The prophets do soo too. 
Isaiah, especially, has all the impassioned 


expressions of a deeply affected specta- 


tor of his crucifixion. But the evangel- 
ists are perfect calmness : human fervour 
will call it indifference. There is no at- 


tempt to move the passions of their read 
ers: they mix not their own feelings 
with what they narrate. 
single commendation of Christ, in the 
form of a panegyric, through the whole 
of the gospels. 
clesand wondrous works without praise ; 
and ina tranquility of manner which seems 


There is not a 
They describe his mira- 


at first sight unaccountable. There is 
not the most distant attempt to magnify 
them, and excite admiration. Nay, when 
they describe his sufferings and death, 


and the cruelty of the Jews, they do not 
give way to passion and grief: there is 


no invective against his enemies ; no pity 
expressed for the sufferer ; no acrimony 
against Judas or the chief priests. They 
relate all as if they had no concern in the 
matter. —When Xenopnon describes the 
death of Socrates, we observe nature ex- 
pressing her feelings in sympathy with 
the sufferer, in commendation of his vir- 
tues, and in crimination of his enemies. 


but this ;—‘* They were taught of God.” 


; 


Why do we not meet with the same thing 


ty; he promises with a consciousness of 


in the biographers of Jesus ? 


feelings.—They must 
under a superior guidance. 


* Instead of soliciting permissio 
be entitled to thanks oF e ling se al 
less just than eloquent, the inimitable dese 
tion of the character of Christ, drawn b 
hand of a master ’ 

“I will confess to you that the ma 
- rey strikes me with admira 
the purity of the gospe! hath its inf 
my heart. Peruse the works of our phil os 
phers, with all the pomp of diction : — 
mean, how contemptible are they com 2 “4 
with the scripture! Is it possible that my 
at once so simple and sublime should be mere’ 
ly the work of aman? Is it possible that the 
sacred personage, whose history it conta : 
should be himself amere man?’ Do we nw 
that he assumed the tone of an Seihenion 
or ambitious sectary? What sweetness, 
what purity in bis manners! Whatan affect. 
ing gracefulness in his delivery ! What “ 
limity in his maxims! What profound wi 
dom in bis discourses! What presence a 
mind io his replies! How great the co - 
mand over his passions! Where js the ne 9 
where the philosopher, whocould so live oe 
so die, without weakness, and without ost - 
tation ?—When Plato described his ima md 
ry ggod man with all the shame of ruilt et 
meriting the highest rew f virtue he Xe. 
scribes exactly the f Jesus Christ: 
the resemblance ing that all the 


Hon, as 


at blindness must 
(he son of Sophro- 
1 nof Mary! What an 
infinite disproportion is there between them ! 
Socrates, dying without pains or ignominy, 


easily supported his character to the last ; and 
if his death, however easy, had not crowned 


| his life, it might have been doubted whether 


Socrates, with all his wisdom, was any thing 
more thana vain sophist. 
said the theory of morals. Others, however, 
had before put them in practice ; he bad only 
to say therefore, what they had one, and to 
reduce their examples to * precept.—But 
wherecould Jesus learn among bis competit- 
ors, that pure and sublime morality, of which 
he only hath given us both precept. nd exam- 
ple ?—The death of Socrates, peaceably phi- 
losophizing with his friends, appears the most 
agreeable that could be wished for; that of 
Jesus, expiring in the midst of agonizing 
pains, abused, insulted, and accused by a 
whole nation, is the most horrible fthat could 
be feared. Socrates, in receiving the cup of 
poison blessed the weeping executioner who 
administered it; but Jesus, in the midst of 
excruciating tortures, prayed for bis merci- 
less tormentors. Yes! if the life and death 
of Socrates were those of a sage, the life and 
death of Jesus were those of a God. Shall 
we suppose the evangelic history a mere fic- 
tion? Indeed, my friend, it bears not the 
marks of fiction; on the contrary, the history 
of Socrates, which nobody presumes to doubt, 
is not so well attested as that of Jesus Christ. 
Such a supposition in fact, only shifts the diffi- 
culty, without obviating it: it is more incon- 
ceivable, thata number of persons should 
agree to write sucha history, than that one 
only should furnish the subject of it. The 
Jewish authors were incapable of the diction, 
and strangers to the morality contained in the 
a the marks of whose truth are so stri- 

ing and inimitable. that the inventor would 
be amore astonishing character than the he- 
ro.” 

What a mind! to conceive ideas so beau- 
tiful and so just! The divinity of the New- 
Testament is displayed as with 2 sun beam! 
But what a heart! to resist the force of all 
this evidence, to blind so fine an understand- 
ing, and to be able to subjoin. * I cannot be- 
lieve the Gospel !"— Bogue’s Essays. 

—<—- 


TRIAL AND EXECUTON FOR WITCE- 
CRAFT. 


Mr Epriror, 

lam no friend to superstition, yet I cannot 
help revering some of the good old steady 
habits of our ancestors. Much has been said 
against the ancient New Englanders for bang- 
ing people on the charge of witchcraft. Per- 
haps there were some things wrong ip their 
conduct; but had they been regulated by the 
same principles which governed the proceed- 
ings at a late trial for witcheraft, where 
was present, I Lnow not that much could be 
said against them. In this case the prisover, 
(who was a corpulent, red-faced, smiling sort 
of a oe plead ‘not guilty.” She was 
well assisted by able counsel who proffered 
their services gratuitously. Why they did s0, 
1 know not; unless it was because she had be- 
witched them. After hearing the evidence, 
the jury brought in a verdict of ‘guilty. 
The presiding judge, whose name was Truth, 
immediately proceeded to pass sentence 2c 
cording to law. I will give you bis words 
olle em 


near a a . 
Add er, he said, “You 
have been tried to law and ef! 


dence, and not by tbh ete ordeal of cas- 
ting into the water. You have been foup 
guilty of the most atrocious crime of witch- 
craft. You have broken the bands that u2l 
ted parents and children, and placed the des- 
tructive weapons inthe hands of a_ soo, 20 
impelled him to take the life of ap affectionate 
father. You have prostrated many of we 
neighbours in the mire of the streets, a0 on 
of them was through your means, throw® a 
to the fire and burnt to death. Others —_ 
been slowly, yet mortally poisoned by y% 
pretended medicines, while you professes he 
be one of their warmest friends.—Y0! ies 
bewitched some into a state of partial the 
rangement, in which they have commit ex 
basest crimes. You have snatched (he b od 
from the mouths of innocent childred, ; 
by magic power, changed it into liquid 
consume the vitals of their parents- ato 
have thrown some of your neighbours ! 
prison; hung up others on the gallons © b 
drowned many in the lake that burnet’™ 
fire and brimstone. The sentence i 5 to 
Court is, that you be immediately ¢ e 50: 
some convenient place of execution - dead, 
ed by the neck until you are dead, dé , 
and may you die to live no more for or eajosl 
am informed that the name of this CT 
was Intemperance. 

I remain yours, with much respect, » ener 


Thanksgiving.—Thursday the 30th rd 
of November next, is appointed by 
Executive of Massachusets, to be vag 
ed asaday of general Thanksgiving ae 
Praise.—-In Connecticut, Novem 


16th.—In Maine, Nov. 30. 
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